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Tomato Update 
California The 2019 tomato harvest finished this week. 

There will be enough supplies available in the pipeline for the 
next 7-10 days.  
 

Baja California Production is ramping up and should 

start seeing increased volume within the next 2-3 weeks. 
Roma tomatoes remain in the $19.00-$24.00 range for best 
quality. Large vine ripe tomatoes are $20.00-$23.95 for best 
quality.  
 

Florida Tomato harvest production is improving daily. 

Markets are in the high teens to low twenties for best quality.  
 

Grape/Cherry Tomatoes The market is steady out of 

Baja and Central Mexico with more growers harvesting in the 
next couple of weeks. Baja, Central Mexico, and Eastern 
Mexico will become the western focal point until Sinaloa 
begins harvesting mid to late December.  
 

Outlook Even with tomato production improving, be 

cautious that we are still in the annual timeframe where wet 
or freezing condition can rapidly affect available supplies.  
 

Weather Outlook 
California High pressure out west will keep the region well 

above seasonal averages going into mid-November.  
 

Mexico Near to slightly above normal temperatures and dry 

conditions look to continue across Mexico into next week.  
 

Florida A couple of cold fronts move through Florida with 

moderate showers this week and cooler temperatures behind 
these systems next week.  

 
 

Lettuce  
Iceberg Lettuce Harvest is winding down in 

Salinas/Huron and expected to go through next week, 
weather permitting. Additional suppliers are expected to 
start production the second week of November out of 
Yuma and Santa Maria. Temperatures in the growing 
regions continue with highs in 70s and lows in the 40s. 
Production in Salinas, as well as other growing issues 
have issues with quality. Common defects reported 
include misshapen heads, lightweights, mildew on outer 
leaves, mechanical damage and ribbing. Weights on 
wrap lettuce are averaging 33-37 pounds.  
 

Leaf Lettuce The romaine market is extremely 

active. Expect harvest to be light going into next week. 
demand exceeds supplies. Although escalated pricing on 
value-added romaine products is not in affect, escalators 
are projected by the middle of next week. Yields are 
winding down in California which has reduced available 
supplies. Weights on romaine are reported between 25-
30 pounds. Common defects reported include 
mechanical/insect damage, mildew and light weights. 
Green and red leaf are having similar quality issues as 
romaine. Weights are reported between 16-20 pounds. 
Production in Yuma has started in a small way but 
expected increase next week as more shippers begin 
harvesting out of this growing region.   



 

 

 

Avocados 
Mexico The growing region of Michoacán Mexico continues 

to get hit with mild to intense rains, which could limit 
production. Harvest from Mexico remains steady and 
consistent leading to a stable market. There is still a significant 
price spread between large fruit (48s and larger) and small 
fruit (60s and smaller). Volume is improving on large-sized 
fruit in the weekly puckouts. Chilean fruit is available in the 
pipeline, though demand is not there.  
 

Onions 
Northwest Onion markets are steady to slightly lower with 

plentiful supplies in all regions. Quality is excellent out of 
Idaho and Oregon. Washington, Utah, and Colorado are 
producing all three colors with good availability. Demand is 
starting to pick up for the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday. We 
might see a slight bump in markets, but overall supplies will 
remain good through the month of November.  
 

Bell Peppers  
Red/Yellow Bells Prices are expected to remain 

elevated through the month of November due to reduced 
volume. California growers will transition production from 
Hollister to Coachella next week. The Mexican season will 
start in early December. East Coast growers will transition 
from Georgia to Florida as well. Average quality reported; 
color is consistent, and flavor is subtly sweet.  
 

Green Bells The market remains steady and stocks are 

ample. Production in California’s San Joaquin Valley has 
finished for the season as the Coachella and California desert 
season is underway. Production in Mexico is just getting 
started. The Georgia season is winding down and growers are 
transitioning to Florida.  
 

 Cucumbers 
Eastern Supply Georgia is winding down for the season, 

cooler temperatures this week have slowed production and 
additional cold weather early next week could end the 
season. Central and Southwest Florida are starting to harvest 
a steady volume of cucumbers. Quality on the early product 
was fair and light colored due to extremely warm 
temperatures during the growing season.  
 

Western Supply Harvest in Baja California is expected to 

finish in a week with most growers. Limited pack styles 
available from Baja where quality is fair at best. Steady 
supplies continue to be harvested in Sonora, Mexico and 
volume is expected to increase Good quality reported from 
the Sonora district on all pack styles.  
 

Citrus 
Navel Oranges This will be our largest volume of 

conventional citrus. New California crop navels will start 
packing this week. Sizing will peak on 88/113/72ct and 
limited on 56ct and larger. Promotional volumes will be 
available on bulk and bags from November through May. 
 

Lemons California lemon production has started out of 

Coachella and Imperial Valley with the Central Valley 
starting over the next few weeks. Imports out of Chile will 
begin to wind down as well as Mexico through the 
remainder of this month. Our growers will start production 
out of the Central Valley in the next two weeks.  
 

Limes Supplies have firmed back up on smaller sizes, 

pushing the market higher this week on smaller fruit and 
drawing more demand to larger sizes. We expect to see an 
active market through the entire winter; at this point 
conditions could deteriorate over the next several weeks to 
smaller fruit.  
 

Squash 
Florida/Mexico The market is steady to slightly higher 

compared to last week. Mexico is currently the primary 
growing region. East Coast growers are transitioning from 
Georgia to Florida. Good quality reported; skins are smooth 
with little scarring.  
 
 


